Open Hand Ministries

2008 Results -

The mission of Open Hand is to respond to the injustice and inequality common to inner city neighborhoods by providing low/moderate income, disadvantaged families the opportunity for affordable homeownership in the economically challenged Pittsburgh neighborhoods of Garfield and East Liberty.
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2008 was a very active year.  Through partnerships that we share with local churches, community organizations, trade skill professionals, etc. Open Hand has: 
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1) assisted a low-income family in becoming a first time homeowner of a once abandoned, newly rehabilitated house in East Liberty, 
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2) coordinated volunteers, trade skill professionals, and businesses and conducted 3 client care days for the five 2007 East End Blitz homeowners as a part of our commitment to continued care, 
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3) assisted low/moderate income family in becoming a first time homeowner of a newly constructed home in a redeveloping area of Garfield,
 

4) partnered with East Liberty Development, Inc. (ELDI) and a number of volunteer church groups to gut three vacant properties in East Liberty to assist ELDI in preparing these properties for rehabilitation, 

5) rehabilitated a vacant property in a redeveloping area of Garfield to provide for the immediate housing needs of a local family.  Through the sponsor church, OHM will work with the family through credit counseling/repair and homebuyer education toward mortgage readiness.

6) assisted Garfield Community Farm in converting vacant lots in Garfield into green space dedicated to urban farming.
